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TOP HIGH SCHOOLS RECRUIT AT ROBERT TREAT ACADEMY

risee Belem ok the day off
Gl'mm her job as a2 beawtician at
Jersey Gardens Mall

Bul Belem, the mother of Roben
Tremi Academy eighth grader [leanic
Alifonso, had a full schedule.

From 9 am. o 3 pm. Belem and
her daughter spent the day sl Roben
Treal Academv's high school Fair
interviewing with admissions officers
from 12 schools, many of them
prestigions prepamiory schools i New
England amd &5 far south as Virgini,

"This is a good opporunity for the
students.” said Belemn, whose daughter
plavs the violin, piano and trumpet and
is loping to atend the Lawrenceville
School next fall

Admissions officers from 30 privale
boarding, day and parochial high
schools filled Robernt Treat Acadeoy's
multipurpose room for s [ifth annual
high school fair Sepi. 23. As classical
music plaved softly. sindents and their
parents mteryiewed with admissions
officers from the best high schools on
1l East Coast.

"I’s really the first stcp in the
application process” said Roben Treat
Academy Principal Michacl Pallanie,
"The kids really prepare for this day.
They are ready 1o be interviewed and
ey pun their best fool forward."

Rober Treal, a 2008 Bluc Ribbon
clharer school Tounded in 1997 in
Mewark's Nonth Ward, has sent an
unusually large percemtage of s
craduates (o priviate high schools, Last
yvears  pmduating  class  seceived
scholorship offers of momre than $3.1
il i,

Yun Fmncis, the director of
multiculiural enrollment and planning
at 5. Paul's School in Mew Hampshire,
said Robert Treal has seni seven
stedents to the school since 2003,

"The students have done well”

Francis said. "We think Roberl Treat is
doing a gres job of preparing siudems
for independent school We wand (o
contnue Building on the relationship.®

Francis smid the school actively
recruils in urban areas like Newark o
cnsure its studend population is diverse,
The tuiteom al the sclwol is $42 900 this
vear, bt Roben Treat graduates who
attended  have  received  full
scholarships.

"There's only a small segmemt of the
populsion that can afford oor wition,”
Francis said. "We could easily Till our
kids with students payving the foll
taitiode. But we dont want to do that. It
would be a disservice. Students from
urban areas diversify the dialog in the
classroom.”

Emily Atkinson, the director of
sdmissions al Episcopal High School in
Alexandria, Va. said sindenis Trom
Foben Treat are well prepared (o
handle the ngorous academic progrm

:|l Ep:spnl. where fition is S .

L]
antmally. Each grade a1 the high school
has at leaxst one student from Roben
Treat

"The students from Roben Treat are
leaders, they are purposeful and they
hive a great deal of integrity,” Atkinson
said. "Studenis from Robert Trem
benclit from being at a school with a
first-rate academic program mxd access
to all the resources of the nation's
capital. They enjoy beimg in a 100
percen boarding community with other
motivited and focused students Tron
amound the world."

Orher high schools who were at the
fair Ponsmouth Abbey, Groton, Blair
Academy, Phillips Exeter. George
School, 5t Andrews, Middlesex,
Camterbury, Cueen of Peace, Mewark
Academy, Momntclair Kimberly
Academy, Delbarion,  Mornsiown
Beard, Peddic School, Chnst the King
Prep. Miss Poners. Loomis-Clafles,

SulTeeld, Williston Nenhhampion, The
Hill School, Lawrenceville,
Penningion, Hotchkizss, St Marks.
Wyoming Scmimary, Monhficld M
Hermon, Church Farm School and
Ethel Walker.

Migdalia Ramos said she s
mpressed with the boarding schools,
but her son Eugene Harrv Ramos, is
inferested in the privaic and parochial
schools in New Jersey, His top thres
choices  are Moniclair  Kimberly
Acadenry in Montckir, the Delbaron
5chool in Momstown and Seton Hall
Prep in West Orange.

"I ook forward 1o the day he gocs
away 1o college.” Ramos said. "Bui be
has a younger sibling and he wants (o
be @ big brother. He has high goals. He
wams 0 be a camdiologist and he's
looking (o go o Harvard, He's very
motivated and excited abont  the
challenges thai lie ahead.”

Slephen N, Adubato, the founder of
Roben Trem Academy whe dropped in
on the high school fair, said @l s one of
the most exciting davs al the school.

"These  students  are  gefting
opporunities that few children in urbain
arcas have," Adubato said, who also
founded The Nonh Ward Center. "The
fact that these kids are from Mewark is
ned & disadvaniage, When ey atiend
these prestigions high schools, they are
just s well prepared academically as
cvery other studend.”

Adrianie Davis. the  executive
director of The North Ward Center and
the vice president of Roben Tres's
hoard of tmstees, said the high school
fair is a great way for studenls 1o see
where they may fil in best,

"Moot every studem will end up at a
hoarding school.” Davis said. "Our
goal is 10 make sure they atend a high
school where they will reach their full
pedemtial”




